Does clinical clerkship alter students' attitudes to a career choice of psychiatry?
A 50-item questionnaire, designed to link attitudes to psychiatry directly with how these might influence a career choice of psychiatry, was administered to medical students before and after their clinical clerkship in psychiatry. Many of these changed in a positive direction, e.g. 'job satisfaction', 'life-style', 'training available' and 'multidisciplinary approach'. The influence of important people in their lives was predominantly negative; this may emphasize the impact of psychiatric 'role models'. Male and female students differed in how they changed. Males appeared influenced by external factors, e.g. 'work hours' and 'career structure', and females by internal ones, e.g. 'interest in knowing more about self'. Females were also more likely to wish for a career in psychiatry. Psychiatry was ranked higher in career choice at the end of the clerkship.